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Welcome to Sharyland Independent School District   

 

 

 
 

 

Sharyland Independent School District is named in honor of John H. Shary, who was president of the district’s 

first Board of Trustees. Created in 1921, this twenty-six square-mile school district is located in Hidalgo County. 

Sharyland ISD and is committed to providing the highest quality education to inspire academic excellence and 

provide students the foundation for a successful post-secondary college and career experience.  

  

Public schools in Sharyland Independent School District include: Jessie L. Jensen Elementary School, John H. Shary 

Elementary School, Lloyd and Dolly Bentsen Elementary School, Olivero Garza, Sr. Elementary School, Romulo D. 

Martinez Elementary School, Ruben Hinojosa Elementary School, Donna Wernecke Elementary School, Harry 

Shimotsu Elementary School, B.L. Gray Junior High School, Sharyland North Junior High School, Sharyland 

Advanced Academic Academy, Sharyland High School and Sharyland Pioneer High School. 

 

At Sharyland ISD, we believe:  

• In educating the whole child through a culture of academic success 

• All children can learn and succeed  

• In providing high expectations for student achievement and quality instruction 

• In innovative practices in a rigorous environment  

• In embracing diversity  

• In valuing parental involvement and community partnerships  

• Our staff is dedicated to excellence  

• A safe, supportive environment is necessary for learning 

 

Our Vision  

Sharyland ISD…Excellence is our Tradition 

 

Our Mission 

Sharyland ISD Mission is to inspire, educate and empower all students to reach their full potential and 

become leaders of the highest moral character. 
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A Message from Our Superintendent  
 

 

Dear Parents and Students,  

 

As you carry out your academic journey at Sharyland Independent School District, we would like you 

to know that as a district, we do the utmost to provide EVERY student with the very best opportunities 

possible. The department of curriculum and & instruction is committed to providing students with 

innovative curriculum, 21st century college and career readiness skills, and differentiated instruction 

to meet all student needs. The Sharyland ISD Curriculum Guide is designed help you build the best 

foundation toward a productive and very successful future. Sharyland ISD is a highly recognized 

district for its phenomenal state achievement scores, advanced curriculum, its wide-range of highly 

competitive academic and extracurricular courses, and outstanding programs for postsecondary 

readiness. Each decision you make while in high school will impact your future, therefore it is 

imperative that you learn the information listed in this guide, and choose the path that is right for 

YOU. At Sharyland ISD, we pride ourselves in taking student interest inventories and create programs 

and academic pathways that fit our students’ interests.  Students can choose from a wide array of 

certification options, career and technical fields, dual credit options, AP programs, and so much more.  

 

As your superintendent, it is my hope that you challenge yourself and choose the right pathway for 

you, one that meets your goals and makes you the best individual you can be!  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Dr. Maria M. Vidaurri 

Superintendent  

Sharyland Independent School district 
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Course Descriptions and Information Guide  

 

The Sharyland ISD Junior High School Curriculum Guide provides important information for students who 

currently attend B.L. Gray Junior High and Sharyland North Junior High school. By utilizing this guide, students 

can plan an academic pathway towards a successful future in both junior high and high school. Students are 

encouraged to choose challenging pathways and to develop a plan to meet their own individual needs and 

interests. Campus guidance counselors as well as administrative staff are available to assist students in developing 

the graduation plan that is right for them.  

Sharyland ISD provides advanced academic opportunities in career and technology programs, advanced 

placement courses, dual credit courses, associate degree completion, certificate courses in many high-demand 

occupations, and degree core-complete options at all SISD high schools.  

 

 

Curriculum at a Glance 

SISD provides junior high students an articulated curriculum aligned to state requirements of the Texas Education 

Agency (TEA).  Our academic program offers both required courses and elective courses from which to choose.  

It is very important that students make selections that are of interest to them, fulfill grade level requirements, 

and make informed decisions about courses that may benefit them in high school. Because some courses have 

prerequisites, these circumstances may affect final student schedules.  Students are encouraged to visit their 

counselors to get help with course selection. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

The contents of this handbook are not contractual and do not give rise to a claim of breach of contract against the 
school district.  Further, the contents of this handbook applies to all students of the district and may be amended 

in the future. 
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Curriculum 
 

Core academic courses provide instruction in all state-mandated Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS). Texas has 

adopted curriculum standards that are to be used in all the state's public schools. The current standards, which outline 

what students are to learn in each course or grade, are called Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS).  The standards 

are adopted by the State Board of Education, after extensive input from educators and other stakeholders. For more 

information on the Texas Education Agency curriculum you can visit TEA Curriculum Standards.     

 

Core academic courses provide a solid education for students as they prepare to enter postsecondary education, technical 

job preparation programs, and/or the workforce. Learning in the core academic classes focuses on comprehension, 

application, analysis and synthesis of subject area content, processes and skills.  

  

To review the TEKS by subject area, please go to the following link: Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills.   

 

Chapter 110. English Language Arts and Reading  

Chapter 111. Mathematics  

Chapter 112. Science  

Chapter 113. Social Studies  

Chapter 114. Languages Other Than English  

Chapter 115. Health Education  

Chapter 116. Physical Education  

Chapter 117. Fine Arts  

Chapter 118. Economics with Emphasis on the Free Enterprise System and Its Benefits  

Chapter 126. Technology Applications  

Chapter 127. Career Development 

Chapter 128. Spanish Language Arts and English as a Second Language  

Chapter 130. Career and Technical Education 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://tea.texas.gov/Academics/Curriculum/
https://tea.texas.gov/curriculum/teks/
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter110/ch110b.html#110.23
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter111/index.html
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter112/index.html
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter113/index.html
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter114/index.html
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter115/index.html
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter116/index.html
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter117/index.html
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter118/index.html
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter126/index.html
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter127/index.html
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter127/index.html
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter128/index.html
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter130/index.html
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Junior High Course Descriptions 

 

 

 

 

 

English Language Arts 
Mathematics 

Science 
Social Studies 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
** Some courses listed in the SISD Junior High Curriculum Guide count for High School credit. Any high school credit 
earned while in junior high is excluded from high school ranking. As per Sharyland ISD board policy EIC Local, rank 

shall be computed by assigning grade points to academic core high school courses taken in grades  9 – 12 in English, 
science, mathematics, and social studies only .** 
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English Language Arts        

7th Grade English Language Arts       TEA # 03200540 Course # 4040/ 4045 (Pre-AP) 
Recommended Grade Placement: 7th  
Credit: 1 

The English language arts and reading Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) embody the interconnected nature of 

listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking through the seven integrated strands of developing and sustaining 

foundational language skills; comprehension; response; multiple genres; author's purpose and craft; composition; and 

inquiry and research. The strands focus on academic oracy (proficiency in oral expression and comprehension), authentic 

reading, and reflective writing to ensure a literate Texas. The strands are integrated and progressive with students continuing 

to develop knowledge and skills with increased complexity and nuance in order to think critically and adapt to the ever-

evolving nature of language and literacy.  The seven strands of the essential knowledge and skills for English language arts 

and reading are intended to be integrated for instructional purposes and are recursive in nature. Strands include the four 

domains of language (listening, speaking, reading, writing) and their application in order to accelerate the acquisition of 

language skills so that students develop high levels of social and academic language proficiency. Although some strands 

may require more instructional time, each strand is of equal value, may be presented in any order, and should be integrated 

throughout the year. Additionally, students should engage in academic conversations, write, read, and be read to on a daily 

basis with opportunities for cross-curricular content and student choice. Text complexity increases with challenging 

vocabulary, sophisticated sentence structures, nuanced text features, cognitively demanding content, and subtle 

relationships among ideas (Texas Education Agency, STAAR Performance Level Descriptors, 2013). As skills and knowledge 

are obtained in each of the seven strands, students will continue to apply earlier standards with greater depth to increasingly 

complex texts in multiple genres as they become self-directed, critical learners who work collaboratively while continuously 

using metacognitive skills. The State of Texas Assessment of Academic Readiness (STAAR) program includes an annual 

assessment for reading and writing in Grade 7.  

Pre-AP 7th Grade English Language Arts: the intentional rigor implemented in this course is to prepare students for high 

school, advanced placement (AP) courses and exams, and college level course work. Summer reading is a district 

requirement for this course. The summer reading assignment must be completed and submitted by the designated 
due date. 
 

8th Grade English Language Arts       TEA # 03200550 Course # 4060/ 4065 (Pre-AP) 
Recommended Grade Placement: 8th  
Credit: 1 

he English language arts and reading Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) embody the interconnected nature of 

listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking through the seven integrated strands of developing and sustaining 

foundational language skills; comprehension; response; multiple genres; author's purpose and craft; composition; and 

inquiry and research. The strands focus on academic oracy (proficiency in oral expression and comprehension), authentic 

reading, and reflective writing to ensure a literate Texas. The strands are integrated and progressive with students continuing 

to develop knowledge and skills with increased complexity and nuance in order to think critically and adapt to the ever-

evolving nature of language and literacy. The seven strands of the essential knowledge and skills for English language arts 

and reading are intended to be integrated for instructional purposes and are recursive in nature. Strands include the four 

domains of language (listening, speaking, reading, writing) and their application in order to accelerate the acquisition of 

language skills so that students develop high levels of social and academic language proficiency. Although some strands 

may require more instructional time, each strand is of equal value, may be presented in any order, and should be integrated 

throughout the year. Additionally, students should engage in academic conversations, write, read, and be read to on a daily 

basis with opportunities for cross-curricular content and student choice. Text complexity increases with challenging 

vocabulary, sophisticated sentence structures, nuanced text features, cognitively demanding content, and subtle 

relationships among ideas (Texas Education Agency, STAAR Performance Level Descriptors, 2013). As skills and knowledge 

are obtained in each of the seven strands, students will continue to apply earlier standards with greater depth to increasingly 
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complex texts in multiple genres as they become self-directed, critical learners who work collaboratively while continuously 

using metacognitive skills. The State of Texas Assessment of Academic Readiness (STAAR) program includes an annual 

assessment for reading in Grade 8.  

Pre-AP 8th Grade English Language Arts: the intentional rigor implemented in this course is to prepare students for high 

school, advanced placement (AP) courses and exams, and college level course work. Summer reading is a district 

requirement for this course. The summer reading assignment must be completed and submitted by the designated 
due date. 
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Mathematics                       

7th Grade Mathematics         TEA # 03103000 Course # 4130/ 4125 (Pre-AP) 
Recommended Grade Placement: 7th  
Credit: 1 

The primary focal areas in Grade 7 are number and operations; proportionality; expressions, equations, and relationships; 

and measurement and data. Students use concepts, algorithms, and properties of rational numbers to explore 

mathematical relationships and to describe increasingly complex situations. Students use concepts of proportionality to 

explore, develop, and communicate mathematical relationships, including number, geometry and measurement, and 

statistics and probability. Students use algebraic thinking to describe how a change in one quantity in a relationship 

results in a change in the other. Students connect verbal, numeric, graphic, and symbolic representations of relationships, 

including equations and inequalities. Students use geometric properties and relationships, as well as spatial reasoning, to 

model and analyze situations and solve problems. Students communicate information about geometric figures or 

situations by quantifying attributes, generalize procedures from measurement experiences, and use the procedures to 

solve problems. Students use appropriate statistics, representations of data, and reasoning to draw conclusions, evaluate 

arguments, and make recommendations. The State of Texas Assessment of Academic Readiness (STAAR) program includes 

an annual assessment for mathematics in Grade 7. 

Pre-AP 7th Grade Mathematics: the intentional rigor implemented in this course is to prepare students for high school, 

advanced placement (AP) courses and exams, and college level course work. 

 

8th Grade Mathematics (Pre-Algebra)             TEA # 03103100          Course # 4115/4116 
Recommended Grade Placement: 7th or 8th  
Credit: 1 

The primary focal areas in Grade 8 are proportionality; expressions, equations, relationships, and foundations of functions; 

and measurement and data. Students use concepts, algorithms, and properties of real numbers to explore mathematical 

relationships and to describe increasingly complex situations. Students use concepts of proportionality to explore, develop, 

and communicate mathematical relationships. Students use algebraic thinking to describe how a change in one quantity in 

a relationship results in a change in the other. Students connect verbal, numeric, graphic, and symbolic representations of 

relationships, including equations and inequalities. Students begin to develop an understanding of functional relationships. 

Students use geometric properties and relationships, as well as spatial reasoning, to model and analyze situations and solve 

problems. Students communicate information about geometric figures or situations by quantifying attributes, generalize 

procedures from measurement experiences, and use the procedures to solve problems. Students use appropriate statistics, 

representations of data, and reasoning to draw conclusions, evaluate arguments, and make recommendations. Students will 

build on the knowledge and skills for mathematics and Algebra I. The State of Texas Assessment of Academic Readiness 

(STAAR) program includes an annual assessment for mathematics in Grade 8. 

Pre-AP 8th Grade Mathematics: the intentional rigor implemented in this course is to prepare students for high school, 

advanced placement (AP) courses and exams, and college level course work. 
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Algebra I (year – long)                TEA # 03100500                 Course # 4070 
Grade placement: 7th or 8th Grade; High School credit  
Prerequisite: Successful performance on the Math Acceleration assessment  

8th grade students who have successfully completed the Grade 8 Mathematics course prior to entering 8th grade qualify to 

take Algebra I. In Algebra I, students will build on the knowledge and skills for mathematics in Grades 6-8, which provide a 

foundation in linear relationships, number and operations, and proportionality. Students will study linear, quadratic, and 

exponential functions and their related transformations, equations, and associated solutions. Students will connect functions 

and their associated solutions in both mathematical and real-world situations. In addition, students will study polynomials 

of degree one and two, radical expressions, sequences, and laws of exponents.  

Pre-AP Algebra I: the intentional rigor implemented in this course is to prepare students for high school, advanced placement 

(AP) courses and exams, and college level course work. 

Students who participate in this course are expected to take the STAAR Algebra I End-of-Course assessment at the 
end of the spring semester. This course requires successful performance on the STAAR Algebra I End-of-Course 

assessment for graduation. The Algebra I course counts for high school credit, but is excluded from high school 
ranking. 
 

 

Algebra I (Pre – AP)/ Geometry (Pre – AP)    TEA # 03100500/03100700   Course # 4071/4073 
Grade placement: 7thor 8th Grade; High School credit   

Prerequisite: Successful performance on the Math Acceleration assessment 

8th grade students who have successfully completed the Grade 8 Mathematics course prior to entering 8th grade may 

qualify to take Algebra I/Geometry course. In this combination course, students will take Algebra I first semester (fall), and 

Geometry second semester (spring).  

Fall: In Algebra I, students will build on the knowledge and skills for mathematics in Grades 6-8, which provide a foundation 

in linear relationships, number and operations, and proportionality. Students will study linear, quadratic, and exponential 

functions and their related transformations, equations, and associated solutions.  

Spring: In Geometry, students will connect previous knowledge from Algebra I to Geometry through the coordinate and 

transformational geometry strand. In the logical arguments and constructions strand, students are expected to create formal 

constructions using a straight edge and compass. Due to the emphasis of probability and statistics in the college and career 

readiness standards, standards dealing with probability have been added to the geometry curriculum to ensure students 

have proper exposure to these topics before pursuing their post-secondary education.  

Pre-AP Algebra I and Pre-AP Geometry: the intentional rigor implemented in this course is to prepare students for high 

school, advanced placement (AP) courses and exams, and college level course work. 

Students who participate in this course are expected to take the STAAR Algebra I End-of-Course assessment at the 
end of the fall semester. This course requires successful performance on the STAAR End-of-Course assessment for 

graduation. Algebra I and Geometry courses count for high school credit. Algebra I and Geometry courses count for 
high school credit, but are excluded from high school ranking. 
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Science            

7th Grade Science    TEA # 03060700   Course # 4135/ 4140 (Pre-AP) 
Recommended Grade Placement: 7th  
Credit: 1 

Grade 7 science is interdisciplinary in nature; however, much of the content focus is on organisms and the environment. 

National standards in science are organized as multi-grade blocks such as Grades 5-8 rather than individual grade levels. In 

order to follow the grade level format used in Texas, the various national standards are found among Grades 6, 7, and 8. 

Recurring themes are pervasive in sciences, mathematics, and technology. These ideas transcend disciplinary boundaries 

and include change and constancy, patterns, cycles, systems, models, and scale. Students are expected to develop a rich 

knowledge of science and the natural world, students must become familiar with different modes of scientific inquiry, rules 

of evidence, ways of formulating questions, ways of proposing explanations, and the diverse ways scientists study the natural 

world and propose explanations based on evidence derived from their work. The student will, for at least 40% of the 

instructional time, conduct laboratory and field investigations following safety procedures and environmentally appropriate 

ethical practices.  

Pre – AP 7th Grade Science: the intentional rigor implemented in this course is to prepare students for high school, advanced 

placement (AP) courses and exams, and college level course work. 
 

 

8th Grade Science    TEA # 03060800   Course # 4145/ 4155 (Pre-AP) 
Recommended Grade Placement: 8th  

Credit: 1 

Grade 8 science is interdisciplinary in nature; however, much of the content focus is on earth and space science. National 

standards in science are organized as multi-grade blocks such as Grades 5-8 rather than individual grade levels. In order to 

follow the grade level format used in Texas, the various national standards are found among Grades 6, 7, and 8. Recurring 

themes are pervasive in sciences, mathematics, and technology. These ideas transcend disciplinary boundaries and include 

change and constancy, patterns, cycles, systems, models, and scale. Students are expected to develop a rich knowledge of 

science and the natural world, students must become familiar with different modes of scientific inquiry, rules of evidence, 

ways of formulating questions, ways of proposing explanations, and the diverse ways scientists study the natural world and 

propose explanations based on evidence derived from their work. Students should understand that certain types of 

questions can be answered by investigations, and the methods, models, and conclusions built from these investigations 

change as new observations are made. The student, for at least 40% of instructional time, conducts laboratory and field 

investigations following safety procedures and environmentally appropriate and ethical practices. The State of Texas 

Assessment of Academic Readiness (STAAR) program includes an annual assessment for science in Grade 8. 

Pre – AP 8th Grade Science: the intentional rigor implemented in this course is to prepare students for high school, advanced 

placement (AP) courses and exams, and college level course work.  
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Pre- AP Integrated Physics and Chemistry        TEA # 03060201                              Course # 0400 

Grade Placement: 8th  

Credit: 1 

Pre-AP Integrated Physics and Chemistry students conduct laboratory and field investigations, use scientific methods during 

investigation, and make informed decisions using critical thinking and scientific problem solving. This course integrates the 

disciplines of physics and chemistry in the following topics: force, motion, energy, and matter. Pre-AP Integrated Physics 

and Chemistry includes a more in-depth study of IPC curriculum with additional emphasis on critical thinking and high level 

problem solving skills. The intentional rigor implemented in this course is to prepare students for dual credit, advanced 

placement (AP), and college level course work. The Pre – AP Integrated Physics and Chemistry course counts for high 

school credit, but is excluded from high school ranking. 
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Social Studies  

7th Grade Social Studies   TEA # 03060700  Course # 4120/4221 (Pre-AP) 
Recommended Grade Placement: 7th  
Credit: 1 

In Grade 7, students study the history of Texas from early times to the present. Content is presented with more depth and 

breadth than in Grade 4. Students examine the full scope of Texas history, including Natural Texas and its People; Age of 

Contact; Spanish Colonial; Mexican National; Revolution and Republic; Early Statehood; Texas in the Civil War and 

Reconstruction; Cotton, Cattle, and Railroads; Age of Oil; Texas in the Great Depression and World War II; Civil Rights and 

Conservatism; and Contemporary Texas eras. The focus in each era is on key individuals, events, and issues and their impact. 

Students identify regions of Texas and the distribution of population within and among the regions and explain the factors 

that caused Texas to change from an agrarian to an urban society. Students describe the structure and functions of municipal, 

county, and state governments, explain the influence of the U.S. Constitution on the Texas Constitution, and examine the 

rights and responsibilities of Texas citizens. Students use primary and secondary sources to examine the rich and diverse 

cultural background of Texas as they identify the different racial and ethnic groups that settled in Texas to build a republic 

and then a state. Students analyze the impact of scientific discoveries and technological innovations on the development of 

Texas in various industries such as agricultural, energy, medical, computer, and aerospace. Students use primary and 

secondary sources to acquire information about Texas.de Social Studies   TEA # 03060700 
 Course # 4120/4221 (Pre-AP) 

8th Grade Social Studies   TEA # 03060700  Course # 4120/4221 (Pre-AP) 
Recommended Grade Placement: 8th  
Credit: 1 

In Grade 8, students study the history of the United States from the early colonial period through Reconstruction. The 

knowledge and skills in subsection (b) of this section comprise the first part of a two-year study of U.S. history. The second 

part, comprising U.S. history from Reconstruction to the present, is provided in §113.41 of this title (relating to United States 

History Studies Since 1877 (One Credit), Beginning with School Year 2011-2012). The content in Grade 8 builds upon that 

from Grade 5 but provides more depth and breadth. Historical content focuses on the political, economic, religious, and 

social events and issues related to the colonial and revolutionary eras, the creation and ratification of the U.S. Constitution, 

challenges of the early republic, the Age of Jackson, westward expansion, sectionalism, Civil War, and Reconstruction. 

Students describe the physical characteristics of the United States and their impact on population distribution and 

settlement patterns in the past and present. Students analyze the various economic factors that influenced the development 

of colonial America and the early years of the republic and identify the origins of the free enterprise system. Students 

examine the American beliefs and principles, including limited government, checks and balances, federalism, separation of 

powers, and individual rights, reflected in the U.S. Constitution and other historical documents. Students evaluate the impact 

of Supreme Court cases and major reform movements of the 19th century and examine the rights and responsibilities of 

citizens of the United States as well as the importance of effective leadership in a constitutional republic. Students evaluate 

the impact of scientific discoveries and technological innovations on the development of the United States. Students use 

critical-thinking skills, including the identification of bias in written, oral, and visual material. The State of Texas Assessment 

of Academic Readiness (STAAR) program includes an annual assessment for social studies in Grade 8.  
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Elective Courses   

Important information 
 

• All junior high students must take at least two semesters of Physical Education or 
Physical Education Substitutions. 

• Athletics or Band are Physical Education Substitutions that will satisfy the 2-semester 

requirement. 
• All students will be assessed on their physical fitness using the FITNESSGRAM 

assessment based on their Health Classification. 
 

7th Grade Boys Athletics   TEA # 03823000            Course # 5211  
Grade Placement: 7th grade 
Prerequisite: Met criteria; Coach’s approval  

This elective is for students interested in competing on our school athletic teams. 7th Grade Boys Athletic teams compete in 

football, basketball, track & field, tennis, cross country, golf, soccer, and swimming. 

 

 

7th Grade Girls Athletics   TEA # 03823000            Course # 5212  
Placement: 7th grade 
Prerequisite: Met criteria; Coach’s approval  

This elective is for students interested in competing on our school athletic teams. Our teams compete in football, basketball, 

track & field, tennis, cross country, golf, soccer, and swimming. This course is a 2-semester course (Fall and Spring). 

 

Grade Girls Athletics   TEA # 03823000            Course # 5212  

8th Grade Boys Athletics   TEA # 03823000            Course # 5311 
Grade Placement: 8th grade 
Prerequisite: Met criteria; Coach’s approval  

This elective is for students interested in competing on our school athletic teams. Our teams compete in football, basketball, 

track & field, tennis, cross country, golf, soccer, and swimming. This course is a 2-semester course (Fall and Spring).   

 

 

8th Grade Girls Athletics   TEA # 03823000            Course # 5312 
Grade Placement: 8th grade 
Prerequisite: Met criteria; Coach’s approval  

This elective is for students interested in competing on our school athletic teams. Our teams compete in football, basketball, 

track & field, tennis, cross country, golf, soccer, and swimming. This Course is a 2-semester course (Fall and Spring).   

 

 

Physical Education    TEA # 03823000      Course # 5220 (Boys) /5221 (Girls) 

Grade Placement: 7th or 8th grade      
This course will fulfill the physical activity requirement for junior high.  In this course, each 6 weeks a different sport will be 

covered.  Students are taught proper technique and form.  Emphasis is placed on lifetime sports that will encourage students 

to maintain an active and healthy lifestyle. This course is a 2-semester course (Fall and Spring).   
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Band       TEA # 03150100           Course # 6001 
Grade Placement: 7th and/or 8th grade 

Prerequisite: Director Approval  

Band courses continue the process of music literacy; creative expression; historical and cultural relevance; and critical 

evaluation and response. Through critical listening, students analyze, evaluate, and respond to music, develop social and 

communication skills, self-concepts, cooperative talents and creative minds will all be nurtured through their study of music. 

Students will be placed in the appropriate class as per band director recommendation. Placement in Concert, 
Symphonic, Honor, or Jazz bands require that students meet criteria and director approval.  

 
 

7th Grade Girls Choir         TEA # 03154231    Course # 6340 
Grade Placement: 7th grade 

Prerequisite: Director Approval  

7th grade Choir courses provide broad, unifying structures for organizing the knowledge and skills students are expected 

to acquire through music. Through creative expression, students apply their music literacy and the critical-thinking skills 

of music to sing. By experiencing musical periods and styles, students will understand the relevance of music to history, 

culture, and the world, including the relationship of music to other academic disciplines and the vocational possibilities 

offered. Students will learn many types of music along with basic music theory and sight-reading skills.  There are also 

several competitive events during the school year including Solo & Ensemble in the fall and Region Choir in the spring.  

Choir students will learn how to work as part of a team by committing to achieve common goals. 

 

 

8th Grade Girls Choir         TEA # 03154231    Course # 6342 
Grade Placement: 8th grade 

Prerequisite: Director Approval  

8th grade Choir extends musical knowledge in reading, reproducing, and creating music. Students will demonstrate 

fundamental skills appropriate for a developing young musician. Students will perform music alone and in groups, 

demonstrating appropriate fundamental techniques through accuracy in intonation and rhythm. These skills will be 

incorporated through solo, small ensemble, and large ensemble performances. Through critical listening, students analyze, 

evaluate, and respond to music, developing criteria for making critical judgments and informed choices. Students will 

learn many types of music along with basic music theory and sight-reading skills.  There are also several competitive 

events during the school year including Solo & Ensemble in the fall and Region Choir in the spring.  Choir students will 

learn how to work as part of a team by committing to achieve common goals. 

 

 

Boys Choir           TEA # 03154231    Course # 6341 
Prerequisite: Director Approval  

Boys Choir courses provide broad, unifying structures for organizing the knowledge and skills students are expected to 

acquire through music. Through creative expression, students apply their music literacy and the critical-thinking skills of 

music to sing. By experiencing musical periods and styles, students will understand the relevance of music to history, 

culture, and the world, including the relationship of music to other academic disciplines and the vocational possibilities 

offered. Through critical listening, students analyze, evaluate, and respond to music, developing criteria for making critical 

judgments and informed choices. Students will learn many types of music along with basic music theory and sight-reading 

skills.  There are also several competitive events during the school year including Solo & Ensemble in the fall and Region 

Choir in the spring.  Choir students will learn how to work as part of a team by committing to achieve common goals. 
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Mariachi          TEA # 03154234            Course # 6510 (Mariachi) 
                   Course # 6511 (Mariachi Violin) 
Grade Placement: 7th and/or 8th grade 
Prerequisite: Director Approval 

Mariachi and Mariachi Violin courses continue the process of music literacy; creative expression; historical and cultural 

relevance; and critical evaluation and response. By experiencing musical periods and styles, students will understand the 

relevance of music to history, culture, and the world. Mariachi is a mixture of instrumentalists and vocalists (instruments 

include: trumpet*, flute*, violin, vihuela, guitarra de golpe, guitar and guitarrón). Basic music theory will be taught as a 

main part of this course (learning to understand written music and apply it to instrumental/vocal production). This course 

is a performance class. 

 

 

Theater Arts I          TEA # 03154231    Course # 4080 
Prerequisite: Director Approval   

In Theatre Arts a student is expected to develop concepts about self, human relationships, and the environment using 

elements of drama and conventions of theatre. Students will communicate in a dramatic form, engage in artistic thinking, 

build positive self-concepts, relate interpersonally, and integrate knowledge with other content areas in a relevant manner. 

Students will interpret characters using the voice and body expressively to create dramatizations and apply knowledge of 

effective voice and diction techniques to express thoughts and feelings. Theatre I will encourages students to work 

collaboratively through the safe use of props, costumes, and visual elements.  

 

 

Theater Production    TEA # 03154231    Course # 4080 
Prerequisite: Director Approval   

Theatre Production accurate use of technology in theatrical applications such as live theatre, video, and film. Students will 

work collaboratively to recognize and create theatrical elements such as scenery, properties, lighting, sound, costumes, 

makeup, and publicity using the principles of design. Theatre Production students are expected to develop a knowledge 

of the terminology and process of evaluation such as intent, structure, effectiveness, and value and apply this process to 

performances using appropriate theatre vocabulary. Through Theatre Production, elements in theatre, film, television, and 

other media will be explored and utilized for production purposes. Participation and evaluation in a variety of theatrical 

experiences will afford students opportunities to develop an understanding of self and their role in the world. 

 

 

Professional Communications  TEA # 03154231    Course # 4080 

Professional Communications blends written, oral, and graphic communication in a career-based environment. Careers in 

the global economy require individuals to be creative and have a strong background in computer and technology 

applications, a strong and solid academic foundation, and a proficiency in professional oral and written communication. 

Within this context, students will be expected to develop and expand the ability to write, read, edit, speak, listen, apply 

software applications, manipulate computer graphics, and conduct Internet research. Professional Communications 

satisfies a speech credit or skills graduation requirement. Students shall be awarded one-half credit for successful 

completion of this course. 
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Spanish I – English Speakers    TEA # 03440100         Course # 8323 
Grade Placement: 7th or 8th; High School credit  

Prerequisite: Met criteria 

This course is designed to develop basic reading and communication skills. It introduces students to basic vocabulary, 

indicative tenses, and cultural/historical information from the Spanish speaking countries. This course is open to non-

Spanish speakers only. Spanish I is a high-school credit course but will not be included in the student’s high school GPA. 

 

 

Spanish I – Spanish Speakers    TEA # 03440100         Course # 8322 
Grade Placement: 7thor 8th; High School credit  
Prerequisite: Met criteria  

This course is designed to enable students to attain a measurable degree of communicative competency and proficiency in 

each of the language skills. It reinforces simple vocabulary, indicative tenses, and basic communication skills.  This course is 

open to students who have some understanding of the Spanish language. Spanish I is a high-school credit course but will 

not be included in the student’s high school GPA. 

 

 

AP Spanish Language and Culture   TEA # A3440100           Course #0346 
Grade Placement: 7th or 8th   

Credit: 1   
College Board Recommended Prerequisite: Students who enter this course should have three to five years of 
language instruction at the high school level.   

The AP Spanish Language and Culture course takes a holistic approach to language proficiency and focuses on 

comprehension, vocabulary usage, language control, communication strategies, and cultural awareness. The AP Spanish 

Language and Culture course promotes fluency and accuracy, engages students in an exploration of culture in both 

contemporary and historical contexts, and develops students’ awareness of books, practices, perspectives and social 

interactions within a culture. The intentional rigor implemented in this course is to prepare students for dual credit, advanced 

placement (AP) assessments, and college level course work. This course will follow the AP Spanish Language and Culture 

Advanced Placement requirements outlined in the AP College Board Course and Exam Description.  

 

Gateway to Technology     TEA # N1303756            Course #0386 
Grade Placement: 7th or 8th grade 

Prerequisite:      

Project Lead The Way (PLTW) empowers students to lead their own discovery. Through PLTW, GTT or Gateway to 

Technology, sets a rigorous, focused, and engaging study while developing students’ innovative, collaborative, critical 

thinking and problem-solving skills. Students will incorporate national standards in mathematics, science and technology. 

This activity-oriented, cutting-edge program shows students how technology is used in engineering to solve everyday 

problems. During the GTT experience, students will gain the skills they need to develop, produce and use products and 

services. 
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Computer Applications     TEA # 03580100            Course #8550 

Students gain knowledge and skills in the application, design, production, and evaluation of computer products, services, 

and systems.  The study of technology allows students to reinforce, apply, and transfer their academic knowledge and skills.   

 

 

Keyboarding      TEA # 03580130            Course #8551 

Students gain knowledge and skills in the application, design, production, and evaluation of computer products, services, 

and systems.  The study of technology allows students to reinforce, apply, and transfer their academic knowledge and skills.   

 

 

Photography       TEA # 84500             Course #8547 
Prerequisite: Teacher Approval    

Photography incorporates basic and advanced operation of a digital camera, composition techniques, flash photography, 

and photo editing.  

 

News Production      TEA # 84500             Course #8548 
Prerequisite: Teacher Approval    

News Production requires students to use basic skills of camera recording, researching and writing scripts, and the 

production of a news broadcast/announcements using a variety of software and tools which also include the use of 

animations, music editing, and capturing pre-recorded video. 

 

 

Film Production      TEA # 84500             Course #8549 
Prerequisite: Teacher Approval    

Film production introduces students to the pre-production, production, and post-production phases of the filmmaking 

process.  Students will receive hands-on experience by producing weekly broadcasts, creating music videos, and short 

films. 

 

Yearbook       TEA # 84800             Course #4055 
Prerequisite: Teacher Approval    

Yearbook incorporates skills in news evaluation, research, photography, headline and caption writing, graphic design and 

layout, proofing and editing, advertising, basic publication management skills, and creative writing. This course requires 

leadership and teamwork abilities from all participants.  

 

Art I        TEA # 03154110            Course #6220 

In Art I, Students are expected to develop and expand visual literacy skills using critical thinking, imagination, and the senses 

to observe and explore the world by learning about, understanding, and applying the elements of art, principles of design, 

and expressive qualities. Students will communicate ideas through original artworks using a variety of media with 

appropriate skills. The student expresses thoughts and ideas creatively while challenging the imagination, fostering reflective 

thinking, and developing disciplined effort and progressive problem-solving skills. While in Art I, students will respond to 

and analyze artworks of self and others, contributing to the development of the lifelong skills of making informed judgments 

and reasoned evaluations. 

 

 



 

21 
 

Art II        TEA # 03154210            Course #6320 

Art II extends the content acquisition from Art I to continue the development and expansion of visual literacy. The student 

uses what the student sees, knows, and has experienced as sources for examining, understanding, and creating original 

artworks. The student will continue to express thoughts and ideas creatively while challenging the imagination, fostering 

reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort and progressive problem-solving skills. The student demonstrates an 

understanding of art history and culture by analyzing artistic styles, historical periods, and a variety of cultures. The 

student develops global awareness and respect for the traditions and contributions of diverse cultures. 

 

 

Teen Leadership      TEA # 83800                    Course #8310 

Teen Leadership helps students to grow in character and vision.  This course helps students prepare for life challenges and 

develops leadership skills.  Students will learn how to make first impressions, present ideas, think independently, work with 

difficult people, and how pursue personal excellence. 

 

 

 

Cheerleading       TEA # 83800                    Course #5227 

Cheerleaders promote school spirit, participation, and the support of all athletic teams. Through the kinesthetic 

fundamentals of dance, stunting, and tumbling, cheerleaders are able to develop the skills necessary for self-discipline, and 

sportsmanship. Cheerleaders will also establish leadership capabilities, and cooperation with the team and the student body. 

Students who are interested in cheerleading must tryout for the team each year. Through tryouts, the selection process 

allows for only a certain number of students to participate. 

 

 

 

Dance        TEA # 83800                    Course #5228 

The fine arts incorporate the study of dance, music, theatre, and the visual arts to offer unique experiences and 

empower students to explore realities, relationships, and ideas. These disciplines engage and motivate all students 

through active learning, critical thinking, and innovative problem solving. The fine arts develop cognitive functioning 

and increase student academic achievement, higher-order thinking, communication, and collaboration skills, making 

the fine arts applicable to college readiness, career opportunities, workplace environments, social skills, and everyday 

life. Students develop aesthetic and cultural awareness through exploration, leading to creative expression. Creativity, 

encouraged through the study of the fine arts, is essential to nurture and develop the whole child. 
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Grading Guidelines and Scheduling Procedures  

Sharyland ISD recognizes that implementing district – wide grading procedures brings consistency in the 

assessment of the educational development, performance, and achievement of all students attending our 

schools. For more information on grading guidelines, and grading procedures, please click on the link 

Sharyland ISD Grading Procedures EIA.  

Grading Procedures 
The Sharyland ISD Grading Policy and Procedures are accessible through the link below:  

SISD Grading Guidelines & Polices  

Junior High School Semester Exam Exemption Criteria 
The Sharyland ISD Junior High School Semester Exam Exemption Criteria is accessible through the link 

below: 

SISD Junior High Exemption Policy 

Daily Schedule  
Junior High campuses follow a 9 period bell schedule.  Each period is approximately 52 minutes long.  The 

modified block schedule at the junior high level is a combination of two single-period classes (52 min.) that 

creates a blocked class (104 min.) year-long.  ELA and Math classes are blocked, while all other subjects are 

single-period classes. 

 

Schedule Changes  
Students may qualify for a schedule change for the following reasons only:  

▪ Student has earned credit for the course that is currently on their schedule; 

▪ Student does not have the prerequisite(s) for the course currently on their schedule;  

▪ Student has been removed from a program for which approval is needed for placement; 

▪ Student failed a course previously and is currently scheduled to take the course again with the same 

teacher;  

▪ Senior student not scheduled for a course needed for graduation purposes  

▪ Data entry error;  

▪ Master schedule changes may be affected by insufficient course enrollment or instructor 

availability. 

Course Level Changes  
Students may qualify for a course level change for the following reasons only:  

▪ Student has attended tutorials with the teacher 3 or more times prior to the course level change.  

▪ Student has completed all work and has no missing assignments for the course.  

▪ Teacher provides counselor and administrator documentation that the student has made a sincere 

effort to succeed and has not been able to earn a 70 in the course.  

A campus administrator and Head Counselor will approve a course level change only if a student has complied 

with the criteria above, and IF there is space available in the lower level course. Students who transfer to a lower 

level course after the first 6 weeks are not eligible to earn the weighted points for the semester. Students who 

transfer to a lower level course after the 1st semester will receive the weighted points for that semester only. 

http://www.sharylandisd.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_416150/File/Departments/Curriculum/Grading%20Procedures%20revised%2010.01.18.pdf
http://www.sharylandisd.org/cms/one.aspx?pageId=1312899
http://www.sharylandisd.org/cms/one.aspx?pageId=1312899
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Lateral course changes are not allowed (i.e., Pre-AP 7th Grade ELAR to another Pre-AP 7th Grade ELAR class). Only 

changes from AP to Pre-AP, AP to CP, or Pre-AP to CP will be allowed by campus administration. 
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Attendance: Retention and Promotion 

As part of Sharyland ISD’s district policy, FEC Legal and FEC Local, in order to receive credit or a final grade for a 

class, a student is required to attend class 90% of the days class is offered regardless of whether the student’s 

absences are excused or unexcused [see FEA] Atty. Gen. Op. JC-0398 (2001).  
 

Principal’s Plan 
A student who is in attendance for at least 75% but less than 90% of the days class is offered may be given 

credit or a final grade if the student completes a plan approved by the school’s principal that provides the 

student to meet the instructional requirements of the class. In reaching consensus regarding a student’s 

absences, the committee shall attempt to ensure that its decision is in the best interest of the student FEC 

(Local).  

 

Imposing Conditions for Awarding Credit or a Final Grade 
The committee may impose any of the following conditions for students with excessive absences to regain 

credit or be awarded a final grade:  

1. Completing additional assignments, as specified by the committee or teacher.  

2. Attending tutorial sessions as scheduled, which may include Saturday classes or before – and – after – 

school programs.  

3. Maintaining the attendance standards for the rest of the semester.  

4. Taking an examination to earn credit. [See EHBD] 

5. Attending a flexible school day program.  

6. Attending summer school.  

In all cases, the student must also earn a passing grade in order to receive credit. For more information on 

Sharyland ISD’s local board policy on attendance, click on this link: SISD FEC (LOCAL) Attendance for Credit 

Policy. For more information on Sharyland ISD’s legal board policy on attendance, click on this link: SISD FEC 

(LEGAL) Attendance for Credit Policy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://pol.tasb.org/Policy/Download/642?filename=FEC(LOCAL).pdf
https://pol.tasb.org/Policy/Download/642?filename=FEC(LOCAL).pdf
https://pol.tasb.org/Policy/Download/642?filename=FEC(LEGAL).pdf
https://pol.tasb.org/Policy/Download/642?filename=FEC(LEGAL).pdf
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State Assessments 
 

 

 

 

 

 

What is STAAR?  
The State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness, or STAAR, is the state testing program that was 

implemented in the 2011–2012 school year. The Texas Education Agency (TEA), in collaboration with the Texas 

Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) and Texas educators, developed the STAAR program in 

response to requirements set forth by the 80th and 81st Texas legislatures. STAAR is an assessment program 

designed to measure the extent to which students have learned and are able to apply the knowledge and skills 

defined in the state-mandated curriculum standards, the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS). Every 

STAAR question is directly aligned to the TEKS currently implemented for the grade/subject or course being 

assessed. For more information on STAAR, visit the link STAAR Performance Standards.   

 

The State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) program, which was implemented in spring 

2012, includes annual assessments for:  

▪ Reading and mathematics, grades 3–8 

▪ Writing at grades 4 and 7 

▪ Science at grades 5 and 8 

▪ Social Studies at grade 8 

What are the general testing requirements for students enrolled in junior high 

school courses?  
Regardless of enrolled grade level, students enrolled in a junior high will take STAAR 7th Grade Reading, Writing, 

and Math and 8th grade Reading, Math, Science, and Social Studies.    

 

Figure: 19 TAC §101.3041(b)(1) 

State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness Grades 3 - 8 Assessments Performance Standards 

Assessments  
Approaches Grade 
Level Performance  

Meets Grade Level 
Performance  

Masters Grade Level 
Performance  

Grade 7 Mathematics  1575 1688 1798 

Grade 8 Mathematics 1595 1700 1854 

Algebra I  3550 4000 4333 

Grade 7 Reading  1567 1674 1753 

Grade 7 Writing  3550 4000 4602 

Grade 8 Reading  1587 1700 1783 

Grade 8 Science  3550 4000 4406 

Grade 8 Social Studies 3550 4000 4268 

 

https://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/staar/performance-standards/
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State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR®) 

Performance Labels and Policy Definitions 

MASTERS GRADE LEVEL*  

Performance in this category indicates that students are expected to succeed in the next grade or course with 

little or no academic intervention. Students in this category demonstrate the ability to think critically and apply 

the assessed knowledge and skills in varied contexts, both familiar and unfamiliar. 

 

MEETS GRADE LEVEL** 

Performance in this category indicates that students have a high likelihood of success in the next grade or 

course but may still need some short-term, targeted academic intervention. Students in this category generally 

demonstrate the ability to think critically and apply the assessed knowledge and skills in familiar contexts.    

    

APPROACHES GRADE LEVEL 

Performance in this category indicates that students are likely to succeed in the next grade or course with 

targeted academic intervention. Students in this category generally demonstrate the ability to apply the 

assessed knowledge and skills in familiar contexts.    

 

DID NOT MEET GRADE LEVEL  

Performance in this category indicates that students are unlikely to succeed in the next grade or course without 

significant, ongoing academic intervention. Students in this category do not demonstrate a sufficient 

understanding of the assessed knowledge and skills. For more information, please visit 

https://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/staar/performance-standards/.  

 

Accessing Student Scores  
To log in to www.texasassessment.com and view your assessment results, enter your six-character Unique 

Access Code and the student’s date of birth that appears on your most recent STAAR Report Card. The code 

must be entered exactly as it appears.  

Don't Have An Access Code? 
If you don't have a Unique Access Code or a copy of your STAAR Student Report Card, please contact 

your local school. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/staar/performance-standards/
http://www.texasassessment.com/
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Student Success Intiative (SSI)  
The goal of the Student Success Initiative (SSI) is to ensure that all students receive the instruction and support they need 

to be academically successful in mathematics and reading. This effort depends greatly on schools, parents and guardians, 

and community members working in partnership to meet individual student needs. The SSI was enacted by the 76th Texas 

Legislature in 1999. Under the SSI grade advancement requirements, students are required to pass the State of Texas 

Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR®) grade 5 mathematics and reading tests to be promoted to sixth grade. 

Students are required to pass the STAAR grade 8 mathematics and reading tests to be promoted to ninth grade. Students 

in grades 5 and 8 have three opportunities to pass the STAAR mathematics test and three opportunities to pass the STAAR 

reading test. If a student does not pass one or both tests, the school must give the student additional instruction after each 

testing opportunity, and the student must participate in that instruction. Parents will be notified if their child does not pass 

one of these STAAR tests that are required for promotion. If a student has not passed after the second testing opportunity, 

a grade placement committee (GPC) is formed. The GPC, which consists of the principal, teacher, and parent or guardian, 

will create an instructional plan based on the individual needs of the student. 

STAAR Testing at Grades 5 and 8 
Students have three opportunities to pass the STAAR mathematics test and three opportunities to pass the STAAR reading 

test—two during the spring and one during the summer. The exact test dates are available at  

http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/calendars/. 

A student who does not pass the STAAR mathematics or reading test after the third testing opportunity will be automatically 

retained. However, the student’s parents may appeal the decision to have their child repeat the grade by submitting a 

request to the GPC within five working days of receiving the retention notice. The GPC may decide to promote a student to 

the next grade, but only if everyone on the committee agrees that the student is likely to succeed in the next grade. Even if 

the GPC decides to promote the student, the student must participate in the required additional instruction in order to be 

promoted. 

If you have questions about the state requirements for the Student Success Initiative, please contact your school’s 

principal or go to TEA’s website at  http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/ssi/.  

Follow 4 easy steps to learn about your child’s STAAR scores: 
 

1. Get your child’s STAAR Access Code from your school or district.  

2. Visit TexasAssessment.com 

3. Log in with your child’s STAAR Access code or use the Access Code Look-Up Feature at TexasAssessment.com 

4. Learn more about your child’s performance, including how questions were answered and how you can provide 

additional support at home.  

 

 

 

 

http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/calendars/
http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/ssi/
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Special Programs 

Gifted and Talented Program 
Sharyland ISD students who are in the gifted and talented program will participate in services designed to 

demonstrate skills in self-directed learning, thinking, research, and communication. This will be evident by the 

development of innovative products and performances that reflect individuality and creativity and are advanced 

in relation to students of similar age, experiences, and environment. Information regarding nomination and 

testing is available in the counseling office at each of the elementary campuses. 

 

English Language learners  
Speaking a second language has numerous benefits in today’s globalized society.  Bilingualism can improve 

competitiveness in the job market, open career opportunities, increase the potential to earn more money, open 

social and cultural opportunities, give a new perspective, improve problem-solving, multitasking and decision-

making. 

The state of Texas requires that every student in the state who has a home language other than English and is 

identified as Limited English Proficient (LEP) be provided the opportunity to participate in an English as a second 

language (ESL) program. The ESL program emphasizes the mastery of English language skills within content-

based instruction through individualized instructional approaches such as sheltered instruction. Sharyland ISD 

implements the Content-Based ESL Model in which teachers provide supplementary instruction for all content 

areas by integrating ESL instruction with subject matter instruction that focuses on learning a second language 

using English as a medium to learn math, science, social studies, and other academic subjects. Teachers are ESL 

Certified and/or have received professional development in Sheltered Instruction.  

 

Each campus has a Language Proficiency Assessment Committee (LPAC) that reviews student data to determine 

language proficiency levels of English Learners (ELs). The committee consists of a campus administrator, an ESL 

Teacher, and a parent of a current EL. The LPAC recommends courses according to the EL’s proficiency level and 

academic achievement to provide additional support as the student gains proficiency in English. 

District Support 
Provide professional development opportunities for campus staff 

Provide state required training for LPACs 

Provide additional funds for staff, programs, materials, and professional development 

Provide guidance and support to campus administrators, teachers, and parents/guardians 

Provide a district-wide electronic system, Project ELL, to monitor progress for each English Language 

Learner  

  

Campus Support 
Courses that assist ELs with second language acquisition 

Courses that provide additional support for success on state assessments 

Computer programs that individualize instruction for ELs (may vary by campus) 

Achieve 3000 – to improve comprehension of nonfiction reading and develop writing skills 
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Section 504 
The Rehabilitation Act of 1973, reauthorized in 2008, commonly referred to as “Section 504,” is a non-

discrimination statute enacted by the United States Congress. Under Section 504, an individual with a disability 

(also referred to as a student with a disability in the elementary and secondary education context) is defined 

as a person who: (1) has a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits a major life activity; (2) has a 

record of such an impairment; or (3) is regarded as having such an impairment. 

The determination of whether a student has a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits a major 

life activity (and therefore has a disability) must be made on a case by case basis. In addition, when determining 

if someone meets the definition of a disability, the definition must be understood to provide broad coverage 

of individuals. Section 504 defines a physical or mental impairment as any: 

• Physiological disorder or condition, 

• Cosmetic disfigurement, or 

• Anatomical loss affecting one or more of the following body systems: neurological; musculoskeletal; 

special sense organs; respiratory, including speech organs; cardiovascular; reproductive; digestive; 

genito-urinary; hemic and lymphatic; skin; and endocrine. 

 

The Section 504 definition of physical and mental impairment also includes any mental or psychological 

disorder. The definition does not include all specific diseases and conditions that may be physical or mental 

impairments because of the difficulty of ensuring the completeness of such a list. The purpose of the Act is to 

prohibit discrimination and to ensure that students with disabilities have educational opportunities and 

benefits equal to those provided to other students. An eligible student under Section 504 is a student who has 

a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits them in a major life activity such as learning, self-care, 

walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, reading, concentrating, breathing, working and performing manual tasks. 

See the campus 504 Coordinator for more information about services for qualifying students. For more 

information on Section 504, please visit this website: Parent and Educator Resource Guide to Section 504 in 

Public Elementary and Secondary Schools.   

 

Section 504, Students with Dyslexia and Related Disorders  
Texas Education Code (TEC) §38.003 defines dyslexia and related disorders, mandates testing students for 

dyslexia and providing instruction for students with dyslexia, and gives the State Board of Education (SBOE) 

authority to adopt rules and standards for administering testing and instruction. TEC §38.003 defines dyslexia 

in the following way:   

(1) “Dyslexia” means a disorder of constitutional origin manifested by a difficulty in learning to read, write, or 

spell, despite conventional instruction, adequate intelligence, and sociocultural opportunity. 

(2) “Related disorders” include disorders similar to or related to dyslexia such as developmental auditory 

imperceptions, dysphasia, specific developmental dyslexia, developmental dysgraphia, and developmental 

spelling disability. For more information on Dyslexia and related disorders, please visit: 

http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/ED/htm/ED.38.htm#38.003an  

Each Sharyland ISD campus has an assigned Section 504 Coordinator who oversees the campus 504 program 

and who reports directly to the District 504 Coordinator. Each campus 504 Coordinator monitors and holds 504 

committee to initiate the 504 procedures for each students for each calendar year meetings to progress monitor 

current students in the program,. The campus 504 Coordinator also evaluates student documentation for all 

students who may qualify for Section 504 services. The 504 Coordinator is also responsible for those students 

who are eligible for dismissal from the 504 program. Sharyland ISD schools serve students with dyslexia or related 

disorders in a variety of ways as determined by the campus 504 committee. Services may include specialized 

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/ED/htm/ED.38.htm#38.003an
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instruction, classroom accommodations, and assistive technology. Please see the campus 504 Coordinator at 

your child’s school for more information about services for qualifying students. For additional information, you 

may contact our District 504 Coordinator, Dr. Debra Arce at (956) 580 – 5200. 

 

Special Education services  
Students with disabilities have the opportunity to participate in educational programs and activities with 

students without disabilities. The school district curriculum enables each student with disabilities to acquire 

content knowledge and skills commensurate with the student’s needs and abilities. These skills may be 

attained in the general program of instruction or through special education modification, accommodation or 

instruction and related services, as determined by the Admission, Review, and Dismissal (ARD) Committee. 

Based on a student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP), students may take specified courses to meet 

graduation requirements.  

If a student has or is suspected of having a disability and requires specially designed instruction that can only 

be provided through special education, please contact a campus guidance counselor for information 

concerning the special education referral process.   
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Math Acceleration 
SISD provides their students with the opportunity to advance in math beyond their enrolled grade level, 
through specific eligibility criteria for Math Acceleration. The acceleration process involves skipping 
classroom instruction for a grade level or course. Students must demonstrate mastery of the math 
standards above their current grade level and for which s/he has not received any formal classroom 
instruction. 

 

Entering 7th Grade 

Sharyland ISD Students: 

Acceleration Eligibility (8th Grade Math) 

New to District Students: 

Acceleration Eligibility (8th Grade Math) 

Student must meet ALL of the following criteria: Student must meet ALL of the following criteria: 

1. Masters Level Performance on Grade 6 Math 

STAAR test 

2. Grade 6 Math Final Average ≥ 90% 

3. Satisfactory Performance on Grade 7 SE 

Placement Exam 

1. Masters Level Performance on Grade 6 Math 

STAAR test or Achievement test/state 

assessment ≥ 90% 

2. Grade 6 Math Final Average ≥ 90% 

3. Satisfactory Performance on Grade 7 SE 

Placement Exam 

Maintaining of ≥ 80% class average during probationary 

period not to exceed 12 weeks of initial placement. 

Maintaining of ≥ 80% class average during 

probationary period not to exceed 12 weeks of 

initial placement. 

Entering 8th Grade 

Sharyland ISD Students: 

Acceleration Eligibility (Algebra I) 

New to District Students: 

Acceleration Eligibility (Algebra I) 

Acceleration Eligibility 

Algebra I/Geometry 

Student must meet ALL 

of the following criteria: 

Student must meet ALL 

of the following criteria: 

Students must meet 

 Algebra I criteria 

1. Masters Level Performance on 

Grade 7 Math STAAR test 

2. Grade 7 Math Final Average 

≥ 90% 

3. Satisfactory Performance on 

Grade 8 SE Placement Exam 

1. Masters Level Performance on 

Grade 7 Math STAAR test * 

2. Grade 7 Math Final Average ≥ 

90% 

3. Satisfactory Performance on 

Grade 8 SE Placement Exam 

 

 

Maintaining of ≥ 80% class 

average during probationary 

period not to exceed 12 

weeks of initial placement. 

 

 

 

 

 
Revised September 2019 

Maintaining of ≥ 80% class average 

during probationary period not to 

exceed 12 weeks of initial placement. 

Maintaining of ≥ 80% class average 

during probationary period not to 

exceed 12 weeks of initial placement. 

Test for Acceleration: As per district policy, students who prefer not to participate in the above criteria may opt to test 
out on a purchased assessment to be administered on specific dates offered by the Curriculum Office.*Note – Students new 

to the district who did not take the STAAR or an achievement test will be given a TEKS - based assessment. The district reserves the right to cap 
enrollment in math acceleration coursework based on: teacher certification, student enrollment and campus schedule availability 
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HOSA Future Health Professionals  
Sharyland ISD is the only district in the Rio Grande Valley to have HOSA available for students in junior high. HOSA provides 

a unique program of leadership development, motivation, and recognition exclusively for secondary, postsecondary, adult, 

and collegiate students enrolled in health science education and biomedical science programs or have interests in pursuing 

careers in health professions. The mission of HOSA is to empower HOSA – Future Health Professionals to become leaders 

in the global health community through education, collaboration, and experience. The purpose of HOSA – Future Health 

Professionals is to develop leadership and technical HOSA skill competencies through a program of motivation, awareness 

and recognition, which is an integral part of the Health Science Education instructional program.   

Goals 
The goals that HOSA believes are vital to each member are: 

To promote physical, mental and social well-being. 

To develop effective leadership qualities and skills. 

To develop the ability to communicate more effectively with people. 

To develop character. 

To develop responsible citizenship traits. 

To understand the importance of pleasing oneself as well as being of service to others. 

To build self-confidence and pride in one's work. 

To make realistic career choices and seek successful employment in the health care field. 

To develop an understanding of the importance in interacting and cooperating with other students and 

organizations. 

To encourage individual and group achievement. 

To develop an understanding of current health care issues, environmental concerns, and survival needs of the 

community, the nation and the world. 

To encourage involvement in local, state and national health care and education projects. 

To support Health Science Education instructional objectives. 

To promote career opportunities in health care. 

Creed 
I recognize the universal need for quality, compassionate healthcare. 

I understand the importance of academic excellence, skills training, and leadership development in my career 

pathway. 

I believe through service to my community and to the world, I will make the best use of my knowledge and 

talents. 

I accept the responsibility of a health professional and seek to find my place on a team equally committed to the 

well-being of others. 

Therefore, I will dedicate myself to promoting health and advancing healthcare as a student, a leader, an educator, 

and a member of HOSA-Future Health Professionals. 

 

Core Values 
We value learning. We are committed to learning and becoming respected, knowledgeable and skilled health 

professionals. We will respect the experiences and contributions of our teachers, peers and patients and seek to 

learn from them.  

We value leadership. We will serve as role models in our academic program, profession and community. We will be 

ethical, accountable and trustworthy.  We will use our influence to empower others to strive for excellence.  

We value service. We are dedicated to serving others with compassion. We believe that individuals are important, 

and we will treat everyone with respect and care.  



 

33 
 

We value innovation. We are dedicated to enriching the lives of others. We will continuously seek the knowledge 

and skills to address challenges and improve the health professions. For information on how you can join HOSA, 

please contact your grade level counselor. 
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National Junior Honor Society  
Sharyland ISD students have the opportunity for membership in their National Junior Honor Society Chapter. SISD strives 

to maintain the National Honor Society’s standards of Scholarship, Leadership, Service, Citizenship, and Character.  

Scholarship 

Student who achieve scholarship is one who has proven themselves by maintaining a cumulative grade 

point average of a 90% by the end of the 5th term during their 7th grade year.  

Students must have challenged themselves academically by taking at least 3 Pre-AP courses and must 

have not have a disciplinary record. 

Leadership 

Students who exercise leadership apply leadership, promote school pride and activities, has a positive 

attitude and inspires positive behavior in others. Students who lead as a member of NJHS lead by 

example, and are exceptionally dependable, responsible, and improve the civic life for all members of 

the school. 

Service 

Students who serve their campus, also serve their community in a positive way. These students always 

volunteer to help the aged, poor, or disadvantaged. They render any requested service to the school 

and serves as an exceptional representative for their school and their district. This student is courteous 

and is always willing to sacrifice themselves to offer assistance. 

Citizenship 

Students who demonstrate citizenship understand the importance of civic involvement by supporting 

campus and district policies and procedures. Students with excellent citizenship follows the rules, and 

encourages others to do the same. Students also demonstrate mature participation and responsibility 

through involvement with such activities as scouting, community organizations and school clubs.   

Character 

Students of character upholds principles of morality and ethics through honest actions with peers and 

adults. Students observes instructions and rules and behaves accordingly both in and out of school. 

Students with exceptional character acknowledges campus and district rules by complying with 

regulations concerning property, programs, and campus events. Students of the highest character 

avoids cheating, and takes criticism in a constructive manner. 

 

NJHS membership is an outstanding opportunity to develop the habits and standards so important to success in high school, 

college, and a career. Think of it as making yourself #futuready. As an NJHS member, you’ll have exclusive access to robust 

tools and resources: 

College admission and financial aid planning options, including webinars and a mini-website called Honor Your Future Now, 

which you can browse by yourself or with your family for college preparation tips 

Help with financing your college education through the NJHS Outstanding Achievement Award, which each year recognizes 

500 exceptional NJHS members who best reflect the values of membership with a $500 college savings award 

Service projects, both by the chapter and individual, allow you to build teamwork capabilities, hone project management 

aptitude, and make friends—all valuable life skills 

Leadership development, motivation, and inspiration gained through your own chapter’s work as well as three LEAD 

Conferences and NJHS State Summits held in select locations annually 

How Can You Become a Member? 

 

For starters, you’ll need strong grades. Once you have verified that your school has an active chapter, you must be in grades 

6– 8. You must also meet the school’s eligibility requirements to be invited to join. Check with your school’s main office to 

identify your chapter adviser. The adviser can then explain the process.  

For more information, visit the National Junior Honor Society.  

 

https://www.njhs.us/students/the-njhs-outstanding-achievement-award/
https://www.njhs.us/students/leadership-development/
https://www.njhs.us/chapter-finder/
https://www.njhs.us/students/membership/how-to-become-a-member/
https://www.njhs.us/


 

35 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Core Classes (Clases Fundamentales) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elective Courses (Cursos Supleméntales) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fall

Otoño

2

Spring

Primavera

2

Course Selection Planner 

7th Grade  

English 

Language Arts

ELA
ELA 

Pre-AP

Mathematics

Matematicas

Pre - Algebra 
Pre-AP

Science

Ciencia

Science
Science 
Pre-AP

Social Studies 

Estudios Sociales

Texas 

Studies

Texas 
Studies 

Pre-AP

or or or 
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Core Classes (Clases Fundamentales) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elective Courses (Cursos Supleméntales) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Course Selection Planner  

8th Grade 

English 

Language Arts

ELA ELA 
Pre-AP

Mathematics 
Matematicas

Algebra I Algebra I 
/Geometry

Pre-
Algebra

Pre-
Algebra 
Pre-AP

Science 

Ciencia

Integrated Physics 
& 

Chemistry (IPC)

Science
Science

Pre-AP

Social Studies

Estudios Sociales

American 
History

American 
History

Pre-AP

or or or 
or 

Fall

Otoño

2

Spring

Primavera

2
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Selection Forms 

Grade 7 Course Selection Form 
Students in grade 7 must identify requested courses by completing the Grade 7 Course Selection Form and submit to their 

counselor.  

Course Selection Forms are available in the counselor’s office or on the campus website.  

Grade 8 Course Selection Form 
Students in grade 8 must identify requested courses by completing the Grade 8 Course Selection Form and submit to their 

courselor. Scheduling will be dependent on availability of courses requested.  

Course Selection Forms available in the counselor’s office or on the campus website.  

HB5 Endorsement Selection Form 
For the first time, students will be able to earn one or more endorsements as part of their graduation requirements. 

Endorsements consist of a related series of courses that are grouped together by interest or skill set. They provide 

students with in-depth knowledge of a subject area. Students must select an endorsement* in the ninth grade. Districts 

and charters are not required to offer all endorsements. If only one endorsement is offered, it must be multi-disciplinary 

studies. Students earn an endorsement by completing the curriculum requirements for the endorsement, including 4th 

credit of math and science and 2 additional elective credits. 

In 2013, the 83rd Texas Legislatures established the new Foundation High School Program as the default high school 

graduation program for all students entering high school beginning in 2014-2015. The State Board of Education in January 

2014 adopted rules related to the new Foundation High School Program.  As a part of this new program, students must 

declare in writing an endorsement that the student intends to earn upon entering 9th grade.  An endorsement requires a 

focused study in one or more areas of student interest.  To facilitate this process, students will complete this form during 

their 8th grade year. 

If needed, the selected endorsement may be changed by the student during high school. 

For more information on Endorsements, please visit https://tea.texas.gov/communications/grad_toolkit/booklet.pdf  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://tea.texas.gov/communications/grad_toolkit/booklet.pdf

